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Household moving 


Interstate Commerce Commis. 
sion (ICC) has approved a pro- 
posal of North American Van Lines 
to run a 1-year experiment (begin- 
ning Jan. 1, 1975) to improve the 
interstate moving industry’s meth- 
ods of estimating costs for moving 
consumers’ household goods. The 
experiment will use new estimat- 
ing forms & procedures for judg- 
ing the weight of furniture, appli- 
ances & other household items. 


In approving the proposal, ICC 
termed the experiment a signifi- 
cant attempt by the industry to 
end abusive estimating practices. 
The proposal was endorsed by sev- 
eral major moving companies & 
the American Movers Conference. 
North American has agreed to pro- 
vide the entire industry with the 
experimental procedures if they 
are successful & are approved on a 
permanent basis by ICC. 


Mouthwash ads 


According to a ruling by a 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
administrative law judge, adver- 
tisements for Listerine mouthwash 
have made claims that are false, 
misleading & deceptive. Under the 
ruling, the manufacturer—Warner- 
Lambert Co., Morris Plains, NJ— 
must stop claiming that Listerine 
does any of the following things: 
cures or prevents colds or sore 
throats; results in fewer colds; is 
of any benefit in treating colds & 
sore throats. 


Manufacturer must also insert 
in all Listerine ads, for a 2-year 
period, a statement telling consum- 
ers that the mouthwash will not 
prevent, treat or cure sore throats 
or colds. The ruling is not a final 
decision; manufacturer has already 
filed a notice of appeal on the deci- 
sion. 


Warning! 


@® BEEF STEW —Agriculture 
Dept. has ordered recall of all beef 
stew produced by Krey Packing Co. 
Jackson, TN; botulin bacteria has 
been found in this product [CON- 
SUMER NEws, Dec. 15, 1974]. Stew 
was packed under these brand 
names: Allen Pride, A.Q., Hermi- 
tage, Kelly, Krey, Kroger, Lancas- 
ter, Porter, Thrifty Maid. All 
brands carry code “EST 712” 
stamped on lid or bottom, plus 
other codes. Return unopened cans 
to store where purchased. 
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With the advent of 1975, consumers can now own gold. [CONSUMER 
NEWS, Sept. 1, 1974]. But if you are thinking about investing in this metal, 
several Federal agencies caution you to do your homework first. Buying & 
selling gold can be risky business, according to Office of Consumer Affairs 
(OCA), Justice Dept., Treasury Dept., Securities & Exchange Commission 
(SEC), Federal Trade Commission (FTC) & the Postal Inspection Service. 
They have compiled a list of suggestions which is available from OCA 
(write to Gold, Office of Consumer Affairs, Washington, DC 20201). 

You may also want to keep in mind these new developments: 

® Federal officials have-Warned consumers who are thinking of buying 
gold to beware of frauds. One potential fraud involves assaying—a chemical 
testing of gold to verify its weight & fineness (pureness). Most com- 
panies that buy’ gold require an assay to certify the weight & pureness. 
As a result,-fou have to pay between $30 to $40 to have your gold tested. 

< However, because there are no Federal or uniform state standards govern- 
ing assayers, you will have to be especially careful to find a qualified as- 
sayer. In some cases, the company buying your gold will specify which 
assayer you should go to. If it doesn’t, you should consult reputable gold 
dealers or other experts for the names of qualified assayers. The New 
York Mercantile Exchange includes the names of assaying firms in its 
booklet, Gold Futuwres—Information & Rules in Brief. For a free copy, 
write: New York Mercantile Exchange, 6 Harrison Street, New York, 
NY 10013. 

@ In addition to finding a reputable assayer, the Assay Division of the 
U.S. Mint recommends that before getting the gold assayed, consumers 
should get & printed list of charges from the assayer. The charge for assay- 
ing will differ depending upon which method is used. According to the 
Mint, there are two recommended methods: fire assay, which subjects the 
gold to heat & lead; & spectrographic assay, which uses a special instru- 
ment to produce a spark that, in turn, indicates through colors the metals 
present. Of the two, fire assay is the less expensive & more commonly used. 
The Mint recommends that consumers not use such other methods as the 
wet chemical method because they are not accurate enough for determin- 
ing the value of gold. Once the gold is assayed, the Mint suggests that you 
get a certificate of assay which includes this information: the name of 
the assayer (usually in the form of a letterhead); the fineness of the 
gold (gold of investment quality can range from .995 to .9999—the best) ; 
the date on which the assayer’s report was made; the assayer’s sample 
number or reference number. 

@ The Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB) has prohibited savings 
& loan associations from dealing in gold. Also, the Federal Reserve Board 
(Fed), the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency & the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. (FDIC) have issued guidelines discouraging banks from 
handling gold. Under the guidelines, the agencies ruled that although gold 
can be accepted as collateral for a customer’s loan, a bank itself may not 
use gold as collateral in getting loans from Federal Reserve district banks. 








Consumer News Index: Volume 4, part 2: Oct. 1, 1974—Dec. 15, 1974. 


Below is an index to CONSUMER NEWS & its supplement CONSUMER REGISTER for the issues 
published October 1974 through December 1974. 


Unlike previous volumes, this index covers a 3-month period rather than the usual 6-month 
period. This 3-month index will allow CONSUMER NEWS to coordinate future indexes with the start 
of every calendar year. The next issue will be Volume 5, part 1, & will cover the period from Jan- 
uary through June 1975; Volume 5, part 2, will cover the period from July through December 1975. 


Date & page of the newsletter are given after each subject. “Cyclamates Dec 1:3” means an 
item about cyclamates appeared on page 3 of Dec. 1 issue of CONSUMER NEWS. Subjects that ap- 
peared in the CONSUMER REGISTER supplement are designated by “CR” before the date & page 
number. “CR Dec 15:2” means page 2 of Dec. 15 issue of CONSUMER REGISTER. 


A 


Affinity groups CR Dec 15:1 
Advertised items Oct 15:2 


Agency for Consumer Advocacy 
Oct 1:1 

Agriculture Dept 
Beef grades CR Nov 15:1 
3eef stew Dec 15:1 
Dogs & cats CR Nov 1:2 
Farm & retail price spreads 

Nov 15:1 

Fertilizer Nov 15:1 
Food safety Dec 15:4 
Frozen asparagus CR Nov 1:1 
Meat portions CR Nov 15:2 
Nitrates & nitrites Dec 15:4 
Plentiful foods Dec 15:1 


Publications 
Budgeting for the Family 
Nov 1:1 
Facts about Food Prices 
Nov 1:1 


How to Buy Meat for 
Your Family Nov 1:1 

Your Money’s Worth in 
Foods Nov 1:1 


Airport safety Dec 1:4 
American Blood Commission CR 
Nov 1:1 
American Dental Association Dec 
1:3 
Amtrak Improvement Act of 1974 
Nov 15:4 
Animals on planes CR Dec 1:1 
Antimicrobials CR Nov 1:2 
Antitrust laws Oct 15:1 Nov 1:3 
Appliances Nov 1:3 
Architectural glass CR Nov 15:1 
Aspartame CR Oct 1:1 Dec 1:3 
Audio components Nov 1:3 
Automobiles 
Defects Dec 1:1 
Insurance CR Dec 1:1 
Safety Dec 1:1 


“Backhauls” Nov 15:1 

3eef grades CR Nov 15:2 
Beef stew Dec 15:1 

Beer CR Oct 1:2 

Bicyclist safety CR Nov 15:1 


Blue Cross Association Dec 1:1 
Botulism Dec 15:1 

Budgeting Nov 1:3 

“Buffet bacteria” Dec 15:1 
Building materials CR Nov 15:1 
3umpers Dec 1:2 


Cc 


Canning lids Dec 15:1 
Charter flights CR Dee 15:1 
Cheeses CR Nov 1:1 
Chick peas Nov 1:2 
Cigarettes 
Consumption Nov 1:3 
Testing results Dec 15:3,4 
Citizens Action Committee to Fight 
Inflation Oct 15:1,2 Dee 1:3 
Civil Aeronautics Board 
Affinity groups CR Dec 15:1 
Charter flights CR Dec 15:1 
Office of the Consumer Advo- 
cate CR Dec 15:1 
Cola & root beer Nov 15:1 
Commerce Dept Nov 15:4 
Consumer action panels Oct 15:2 
Consumer Advisory Council Nov 1:1 
Consumer Affairs & Special Impact 
Advisory Committee CR Nov 
15:1 
Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion 
See product safety 
Consumer officers Dec 15:1,3 
Consumer records CR Oct 15:1 
CONSUMER REGISTER CR Dec 1:2 
Consumers Union Nov 1:1 
Cosmetic fingernail kit Dec 1:2 
Cosmetics Nov 1:1 
Council on Wage & Price Stability 
Farm & retail price spreads 
Nov 15:1 
Fertilizer Nov 15:1 
Repricing Nov 15:1 
Sugar Nov 15:1 Dec 1:2,3 
Credit Nov 15:1,4 
Credit insurance Nov 1:3 
Cyclamates Dee 1:3 


D, E 


Daylight saving time Oct 15:1 
Dear Consumer 
Nutrition Nov 1:4 


Deceptive pricing CR Oct 1:2 
Denenberg, Herbert S. Dec 1:1 
“Dial-a-Ride” Oct 15:1 
Dogs & cats CR Nov 1:2 
Drug costs CR Dec 15:1,2 
Economic Policy Board Oct 15:1 
Electricity Oct 1:1 
Electric meters Oct 1:1 
Emergency Home Purchase Assist- 
ance Act Nov 1:1 
Energy Resources Council Nov 1:1 
Energy tips Dec 1:1 Dee 15:1 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Garbage dumps Dec 1:4 
Miles per gallon Oct 1:1 Oct 
15:1 
New cars Oct 15:1 Dec 1:2 
Noisy trucks CR Dec 1:2 
Quiet trucks CR Dec 1:2 
Unleaded gas CR Dec 1:1 


Equal Opportunity Act Nov 15:1 


F 


Fair Credit Billing Act Nov 15:1 
Farm production Oct 15:1 
Federal Aviation Agency 
Airport safety Dec 1:4 
Animals on planes CR Dec 1:1 
Federal Energy Administration 
Consumer Advisory Council 
(OCA) Nov 1:1 
Consumer Affairs & Special 


Impact Advisory Commit- 
tee CR Nov 15:1 
Miles per gallon Oct 1:1 
“Pass throughs” Oct 15:2 
Federal Highway Administration 
Bicycle lanes CR Nov 15:1 
Gas savings Dec 15:1 
Federal Housing Administration 
Nov 1:1 
Federal Information Center Dec 
15:3 
Federal Power Commission 
Gas & electricity rates CR Dec 
15:2 
Recreation for handicapped CR 
Oct 1:1 
Federal Register CR Dec 1:2 
Federal Reserve Board Nov 15:1 


Federal Trade Comm 
Advertised items 
Appliances Nov. 
Audio componen 
Cigarettes Nov 1 
Credit insurance 
Deceptive pricin, 
Egg advertising 
Food advertisir 

Dee 15:2 
Franchising CR 
Miles-per-gallon 

Oct 15:1 
Plastics flamma 

15:1 
Raincheck Oct 1! 
Statistical Supy 

Nov 1:3 
Vocational sch 

15:1,2 CR D 

Fertilizer Nov 15:1 

Fire prevention Nov 

Fluoride in bottled 
15:1 

Food advertising pr: 
15:2 

Food & Drug Admini 
Antimicrobials ( 
Aspartame CR ¢ 
Chick peas Nov 
Cola & root bee 
Cosmetics statis 
Fluoride in bot 

Nov 15:1 
French dressing 
Frozen desserts 
Generally reco: 

(GRAS list 
Hair sprays No" 
Injectible cont 

Oct 1:1CR 
Raisins Nov 15: 
Silver-plated h 

ast 
Spiced, flavored 

22% 

Sugar Dec 1:4 

Tea kettles Nov 
Tomato juice C! 
Vinyl chloride ! 

Food ingredients CI 

Food prices Nov 15: 

Food quiz Oct 15:2, 

Food safety Dec 15: 

Ford, President 
Economic mess. 
Energy Resour 

Et 
Inflation Oct 15 

Franchising CR No 

French dressing CR 

Frozen asparagus | 

Frozen desserts CR 

Fuel use Nov 15:4 


G, H 


Garbage dumps De: 
Gasoline savings D 
Gas & electricity ra 
Gas meters Oct 1:1 
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1 Trade Commission 

lvertised items Oct 15:2 

ypliances Nov 1:3 

idio components Nov 1:3 

garettes Nov 1:3 Dec 15:3,4 

edit insurance Nov 1:3 

ceptive pricing CR Oct 1:2 

rg advertising Oct 15:2 

od advertising claims CR 
Dee 15:2 

anchising CR Nov 1:1 

iles-per-gallon claims CR 
Oct 15:1 

astics flammability CR Nov 

5:1 

uincheck Oct 15:2 

atistical Supplement (pub) 
Nov 1:3 

cational schools CR Oct 
15:1,2 CR Dec 15:2 

zer Nov 15:1 

revention Nov 15:4. 

je in bottled water CR Nov 

4 


\dvertising practices CR Dec 
32 


: Drug Administration 

ntimicrobials CR Nov 1:2 

spartame CR Oct 1:1 Dec 1:3 

1ick peas Nov 1:2 

la & root beer Nov 15:1 

»smetics statistics Nov 1:1 

luoride in bottled water CR 
Nov 15:1 

rench dressing CR Dec 1:1 

rozen desserts CR Oct 1:2 

enerally recognized as safe 
(GRAS list) CR Dee 15:1 

air sprays Nov 1:1 

ijectible contraceptives CR 
Oct 1:1 CR Dec 1:1 

aisins Nov 15:1 

iIver-plated hollow ware Dec 
222 

piced, flavored cheese CR Nov 
a:3 

ugar Dec 1:4 

ea kettles Nov 1:4 

omato juice CR Oct 1:2 

inyl chloride Nov 1:2 

ngredients CR Dec 15:1 

prices Nov 15:1 

quiz Oct 15:2,3 

safety Dec 15:4 

President 

conomic message Nov 1:1 

nergy Resources Council Nov 
1:1 

iflation Oct 15:1 

hising CR Nov 1:1 

h dressing CR Dec 1:1 

n asparagus CR Nov 1:1 

n desserts CR Oct 1:2 


ise Nov 15:4 
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ge dumps Dec 1:4 

ine savings Dec 1:1 

- electricity rates CR Dec 15:2 
eters Oct 1:1 


Generally recognized as_ safe 
(GRAS list) CR Dec 15:1 
Get rich quick CR Oct 1:1 
Government National Mortgage 
Association Nov 1:1 
Hair sprays Nov 1:2 
See also vinyl chloride 
Handicapped CR Oct 1:1 
Health, Education & Welfare Dept 
American Blood Commission 
CR Nov 1:1 
Drug costs CR Dee 15:1,2 
Garbage dumps Dec 1:4 
“Skilled” nursing homes CR 
Nov 1:1 
Health insurance guide Dec 1:1 
Holiday season 
Electricity safety Dec 15:1 
Energy safety Dec 15:1 
Mail Dee 15:1 
Plentiful foods Dec 15:1 
Toy safety Dec 15:1 
Home Owners Warranty program 
Oct 15:2 
Housing & Urban Development 
Dept Nov 1:1 


Il, J, K 


Index Nov 15:2,3 
Infant carrier Dec 1:2 
Inflation Oct 15:1 
Injectable contraceptives CR Oct 
1:1 CR Dec 1:1 
Interlocks Dec 1:1 
Internal Revenue Service 
Publications 
Computing Your Tax un- 
der the Income Average 
Method Nov 1:3 
Income Tax Deducations 
for Contributions Nov 1:3 
Tax Benefits for Older 
Americans Nov 1:3 
Tax Information on In- 
vestment Income Expenses 
Nov 1:3 
Taxes Nov 1:2 
Justice Dept 
Sex discrimination Nov 15:1 
Knauer, Virginia 
Council on Wage & Price Sta- 
bility Nov 15:1 
Energy Resources Council Nov 
1:1 
Sugar hoarding Dec 1:3 


L, M 


Labor-Management Committee Oct 
15:1 

Low-powered motorcycles CR Nov 
aa 

Lids Dee 15:1 

Mail early Dec 15:1 

Mail without stamps CR Oct 15:1 
Nov 1:1 Dec 1:1 CR Dec 1:2 

Mayer, Jean Dec 1:3 

Meat portions Oct 15:2 


Miles per gallon Oct 15:1 CR Oct 
15:1 

Mortgages Nov 1:1 

Motor Vehicle & School Bus Safety 
Amendments Nov 15:4 Dec 1:1 


N 


National Commission on Consumer 
Finance Nov 15:1 
National Commission on Regula- 
tory Reform Nov 1:1 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 
Car insurance CR Dec 1:1 
Low-powered motorcycles CR 
Nov 1:1 
New car tires CR Oct 1:1 
Power-operated car windows 
CR Oct 15:2 
School buses CR Oct 15:2 
Speed limits Dec 1:1 
Steering wheels Nov 1:2 
National Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration Nov 15:4 
New car Oct 15:1 Dec 1:2 
Nitrates & nitrites Dec 15:4 


oO 


Occupational Safety & Health Ad- 
ministration 
Vinyl chloride CR Nov 1:1,2 
Office of the Consumer Advocate 
CR Dec 15:1 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
Consumer Advisory Council 
Nov 1:1 
Council on Wage & Price Sta- 
bility Nov 15:1 
Energy Resources Council Nov 
ick 
Reorganization CR Nov 1:2 
Office of Economic Opportunity Oct 
15:2 


P, Q 


“Pass throughs” Oct 15:2 
Plastics flammability CR Nov 15:1 
Postal Service 
Holiday mail Dee 15:1 
Mail without stamps CR Oct 
15:1 Nov 1:1 CR Dee 1:1,2 
Power lawn mowers Nov 1:1 


Power-operated car windows CR 
Oct 15:2 
Product safety 
Architectural glass CR Nov 1:1 
Bicyclist safety CR Nov 15:1 
Consumer records CR Oct 15:2 
Infant carrier Dec 1:1 
Power mowers Nov 1:1 
Shocks & fires Dec 15:1 
Toys Dec 15:1 
Vinyl chloride CR Nov 1:1,2 
Quiet trucks CR Dec 1:2 


R, S 


Raisins Nov 15:1 
Recalls 
Silver-plated hollow ware Dec 
1:1 
Rees, Albert Nov 15:1 
Regulatory reform Oct 15:1 
Saccharin Dec 1:3 
School buses CR Oct 15:2 Dee 1:1 
Seat belts Dee 1:1 


Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion CR Oct 1:1 


Sex discrimination Nov 15:1 

Shopper’s Guide to Health Insur- 
ance (pub) Dec 1:1 

Silver-plated hollow ware Dec 1:1 

“Skilled” nursing homes CR Nov 
isk 

Speed limits Dec 1:1 

Steering wheel Nov 1:1 

Sugar Nov 15:1 Dec 1:3,4 

Sugar Association Inc Dec 1:3 

Sugarless products Dec 1:2 


T 


Tax reform Nov 1:1 
Taxes Nov 1:2,3 

Tea kettles Nov 1:4 
Tires CR Oct 1:1 
Tomato juice CR Oct 1:2 
Toys Dec 15:1 


Transportation Dept 
“Backhauls” Nov 15:1 
Defects Dec 1:1 
Damageability standard Dec 

132 
“Dial-a-Ride” Oct 15:1 
Interlocks Dec 1:1 
Safety devices Dec 1:1 
School bus safety Dec 1:1 
Seat belts Dee 1:1 
Speed limits Dec 1:1 

Treasury Dept 
Beer CR Oct 1:2 
Sugar Nov 15:1 

Trucks CR Dec 1:2 


Truth in Lending Act Nov 15:1 


U, V, W 


Unemployment insurance Oct 15:1 

U.S. Sugar Act Dec 1:3 

Unleaded gas CR Dee 1:1 

Used cars Oct 15:1 Dee 1:2 

Vehicle safety investigations Oct 
15:4 

Veterans Administration Nov 1:1 

Vinyl chloride Nov 1:2 CR Nov 1:1 


Vocational schools CR Oct 15:1 CR 
Dec 15:2 


Warnings 
Cosmetic fingernail kit Dec 1:2 
Infant carrier Dec 1:2 

Whip Inflation Now (WIN) Dec 1:3 
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Recall 


Food & Drug Administration 
(FDA) cautions consumers not to 
use 2 new arthritis remedies la- 
beled “Aspirin Free Arthritis Pain 
Formula” & “Saloxium Analgesic/ 
Anti-Inflammatory Tablets.” Both 
drugs, produced by Whitehall Lab- 
oratories, New York, are being vol- 
untarily recalled from the market 
at FDA’s request. 


The products contain a pain 
reliever—“salsalate”—which con- 
verts to sodium salicylate in the 
body. FDA is concerned that con- 
sumers may use these drugs in ad- 
dition to using aspirin or other 
salicylate because both salsalate 
drugs are labeled “Aspirin Free.” 
Such use could lead to serious saii- 
cylate poisoning. Also, FDA be- 
lieves that the use of these prod- 
ucts without knowledge that they 
contain a salicylate could lead to 
excessive bleeding in patients who 
are taking anticoagulant drugs 
such as sodium warfarin. Young 
children may also be particularly 
in danger if they should acciden- 
tally swallow the contents of the 
bottles. 


Both salsalate products are 
long, rounded tablets that are near- 
ly identical in name & appearance 
to another Whitehall product (“Ar- 
thritis Pain Formula”) which does 
contain ordinary aspirin & is so 
labeled, This product is not being 
recalled. 


Dear Consumer: 


One of the great advantages of being the President’s Consumer 
Advisor is the one of meeting so many wonderful people. I have met 
& talked to families—& children—in almost every state of the Union. 


There are times, though, when I wish I could meet more people 
than I have. I would like to know each of the subscribers to CON- 
SUMER NEWS personally, so that I could talk to you about your family 
& about America—its problems & its hopes. 


We certainly have our problems today, but I think we should 
pause to remember that no country, no nation or civilization has ever 
enjoyed more constant & significant progress. Indeed, our nation’s 
problems pale in comparison to the agonies faced by other countries. 


So as a nation, we have much to be thankful for. As individuals, 
we can show thanks by doing what we can to help out those who are 


not as fortunate—those who are unemployed, who are old & lonely or 
who are poor. 


And remember there is hope. Across this country, some of the 
best minds that civilization has ever produced are working night & 
day to soive our economic & energy problems. 


These problems will be solved, don’t doubt it for a minute. But 


it will require time, sacrifice, patience & a commitment from each & 
every one of us. 


With best wishes for 1975, 
Sincerely, 


CONSUMER NEWS is published the ist & 15th of each month by the Office of Consumer Affairs, 
Health, Education & Welfare Dept., to report Federal Government programs for consumers. Use of funds 
for printing this publication approved by the Director of the Office of Management & Budget, June 27, 1973. 
Authorization to reproduce any or all items is granted. Editorial address is CONSUMER NEws, Office of 
Consumer Affairs, Washington, DC 20201 (telephone: 202-245-6877); Ed Riner, Editor; Lee Learner Gray, Man- 
aging Editor. Sold by Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402; sub- 
scription $4 a year, payable to “Supt. of Documents.” Send address change to Supt. of Documents. 
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